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							Black Hawk Park/Big Woods Lake Campground

Big Woods Lake Campground: All services at Big Woods Lake Campground are now open & available for the season!

Black Hawk Park: Black Hawk Park is currently open for day use only which includes picnicking, shelters, boat ramp & all ranges. The campgrounds will be opened as soon as all flood repairs can be finalized.
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			BHCC Ranger II, Will Souer cleaning, relocating and adding new material to Bluebird & Wood Duck nesting boxes. 
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			BHCC staff assisted Eagle Scout, Drew Campbell, in placing newly constructed fish habitat structures in Big Woods Lake. 









		






			Hickory Hills Park
All services at Hickory Hills Park are now open & available for the season!

Over the past month, staff finished the kitchen remodel & installed new flooring in the Whitetail Cabin.

Park visitors will begin to see goats out working in the park over the next couple of weeks. Please use caution around the white fence surrounding the goats as it is electrified. Also, we ask that you please not feed any of the animals including the goats when you visit. We hope to see you soon!
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			McFarlane Park
All services at McFarlane Park are now open & available for the season!

Staff is ready for another fun camping season at McFarlane Park! Hopefully mother nature gives us a break from wet weather this year so we can have some great camping!

We will be showing movies at the McFarlane Theater on holiday weekends. Just bring a lawn chair, blanket, and something to drink and enjoy the show. We will be posting the movies & times in the campground & on our Facebook Page.

Halloween Weekend will be September 20th & 21st; reservations can be made by calling our main office at; (319) 433-7275.

Reservations can be made online for the cabin, campsites, and shelter at www.blackhawkcountyparks.com. 
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			Prescribed Burning
Late March to early May is what the conservation staff labels as “burn season”. The 1,000 acres of prairie consisting of old stalks of the many grasses and forbs are very dry from a long winter. These dry stalks easily burn when the weather conditions are right. Prescribed burns can also be applied in the fall but are rarely used due to the negative result of removing wintering habitat for wildlife and birds. 

Prescribed burns are used to manage the counties prairie and grassland habitat, as well as, the savanna and woodland environments. Fire in a controlled setting manages woody vegetation like trees and brush, adds nutrients to the soil surface, promotes healthy new plant growth & is also used to combat invasive plant species like honeysuckle. Most burns are completed by early May due to green conditions and to stay away from the upcoming bird nesting season. The staff tries to burn at least 200 acres per year, putting each field on a 3-5 year rotation or less. This spring, sites such as; Bruggeman Wildlife Area, Turkey Ridge Wildlife Area, Hickory Hills Park, Cedar Bend Savanna and Railroad Lake Access all were managed using fire.
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			Improvements
Maintenance staff has been working to replace the pedestrian walkway at Hartman Reserve which leads visitors from the parking lot to the Interpretive Center. Once the concrete walkway is completed, new lighting will be installed along the length of the walkway to improve visitor visibility and the overall ambiance of this natural area.  
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			Hartman Reserve
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			Salamander Saturday: Come celebrate salamanders from 1:00 PM – 2:30 PM at Hartman Reserve Nature Center. Learn about the salamanders of Iowa and their importance to the Iowa ecosystem and water quality. Afterwards, take a hike with a naturalist to check out salamander habitats and learn how you can help support and conserve salamanders and other amphibians. This program is free & open to the public!
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			The next 2nd Sunday Speaker Series is May 12th at 2:00 PM featuring Randy Maas: “Photographing Wild Iowa.” Local photographer Randy Maas will share his photo portfolio, which documents many species that have survived for thousands of years. The close-up, high-definition photographs will focus on wildflowers and insects, especially dragonflies and damselflies.
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			Quick Links
- Black Hawk County
- BHC Conservation
- Hartman Reserve Nature Center 
- Hartman Happenings Monthly Newsletter
- Black Hawk County Conservation Facebook
- Hartman Reserve Facebook 
- Hickory Hills Park Facebook 
- McFarlane Park Facebook
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	Check out this beautiful drone video of areas managed by Black Hawk County Conservation! Video by Flight Spool. 






		






			Support Conservation
There are many ways to support Conservation through volunteering, gifts, donations and planned giving. Click the button to learn more or to make a financial contribution. Donations are tax-deductible as allowed by law.  









		Donate 
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Camps are available for kids ages 5-16.
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- 2019 Paddle in the

Park Schedule
£ ——
May 10th: 5:30-7:30pm
May 24th: 5:30-7:30pm

June 7th: 6-8pm New this Year!
June 21st: 6-8pm Paddle in the Park heads
July 12th: 6-8pm to Hickory Hills Park
July 26th: 6-8pm for the following dates:
August gth: 6-8pm June 28th: 6-8 pm
August 23rd: 6-8pm Aug. 2nd: 6-8 pm

Sept. 6th: 5:30-7:30pm

Paddle in the Park is regularly held at the South Boat Ramp at Big Woods Lake.

More Info at BlackHawkCountyParks.com
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